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ST. PETER’S U.C.C. 
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AMHERST, OH  44001 

                             —  

We take this moment to wish everyone a Happy Easter! 
 2023 

  

   

                                                                                        

HE IS RISEN! CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR. 



ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

resurrection people! We are an Easter people! 

No doubt, Covid 19 took its toll on all of us.   

Restaurants and other local 

businesses were financially  

devastated by Covid, and many 

throughout the world closed as 

a result.  Churches were also hit 

hard by Covid, and like our own 

St. Peter’s UCC, are struggling 

to find their way back. Some 

churches, who were struggling 

before Covid, have faced clo-

sure, or have had to drastically 

rearrange their budgets and 

plans for their future. It seems 

that we all should take up the 

hobby of Resurrection. 

Before the pandemic hit, St.  

Peter’s was already struggling, but was able to 

find a way through the obstacles of home con-

D o you have a hobby? Is there something that 

you look forward to that gives you pleasure 

and joy? Some people play golf, go 

for walks, camp, bike, bake, sew, 

crochet, knit, play cards, bingo, or 

collect cars or other items of inter-

est. I personally like to go kayaking, 

or take my dogs for a good walk.  

We all need something to do that 

gives us joy, otherwise we just sort 

of fade away. In the James Bond 

movie, Skyfall, James is being held 

captive by the bad guy named Silva 

(played by Javier Bardem) who  

asks James Bond if he has a hobby? 

James, (played by Daniel Craig)  

who is bound to a chair, responds- 

“Resurrection!”  “Resurrection” is  

a great hobby, not just for James 

Bond, who always seems to find a way to live when 

it seems hopeless, but for all of us as well.  We are 

—  

April 2023 

Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 

Matthew 28:1-6 NRSV  



April Sermon Scriptures:  

 

 

4/2  Matthew 21:1-11      

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Beth-

phage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 

them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 

to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 

needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, say-

ing, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 

them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks 

on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him 

and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were say-

ing, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  
 

4/6   John 13:1-17, 31-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  

The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 

outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 

into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  

Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my 

feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to 

betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After 

he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 

the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to 

you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 

what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 

possibilities. That’s what I want us to see—

imagine all of the possibilities that are before 

us as members of St. Peter’s UCC? 

It’s time for us to start enjoying our time  

together and to practice Resurrection as we 

fellowship and find new ways to celebrate life.  

We are an Easter people!  We are people of 

the Resurrection! 

Happy Easter! Let us Rise! 

Remember, you are loved! 
 

 

Pastor Chris 

finement using technology like Zoom and 

Facebook, and practice resurrection. I think 

that we are in a time of resurrection. We 

may still be in the tomb, but we are rising 

from the past and the stone, (the heavy bur-

dens, and barriers to our experience of the 

light of day,) are moving. I sense optimism 

and hope for our future. I can see the light of 

Christ shining on and through us. 

Now is the time for us to practice Resur-

rection!  We may all have different hobbies, 

but Resurrection is something that we can 

all do together. When we step outside of the 

tomb, we enter a beautiful garden filled with 

Continued on page 4 

“When we step outside of the tomb,  

we enter a beautiful garden  
filled with possibilities.” 



they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

 4/23   Luke 24:13-35 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with 
each other about all these things that had happened. While they 
were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he 
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you 
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the peo-
ple, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some wom-
en of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 
not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have de-
clared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about him-
self in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which 
they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay 
with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gath-
ered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and 
he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened  
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread.  
 

APRIL SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly,  

I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are mes-

sengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glori-

fied in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 

for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 

going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  

if you have love for one another.” 

4/9   John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary  

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set 

out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 

had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 

rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 

they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 

other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-

ing?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-

ing? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the garden-

er, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 

her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not 

hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 

go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 

and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 

told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

 4/16   John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

...continued from page 3 

 

 

 

...continued on page 5 



Get to Know Your  
NEIGHBOR 

 4/30   John 10:1-10 

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold  
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a ban-
dit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of  
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  

They will not follow a stranger, but they  

 

 
 

will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not under-
stand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in 
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 

and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Hello, my name is Kaye Koler, and I have been a 
member of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ for the 
past 6 years. I was baptized and confirmed at this 
church! Something that I especially liked in confirma-
tion class (and attending) was that I felt so much at 
home here.  The best thing I like about St. Peter’s are 
definitely the people! I have enjoyed making new 
friends and reacquainting myself with old friends. 

One of my best memories I have was a Christmas Eve 
service with a childhood friend, and having the honor  
to sit in the balcony section. The view was incredible! 

When asked how I live out my faith, I would say that 
everyone has hard times, and I’d like to be able to help 
others when they are experiencing a loss or going 
through difficult times. 

When asked about a time when I felt especially proud 
of some members or leaders of our congregation, I’d 
have to mention Mary-K Kirsch. She took on the role as 
President of Church Council without having any experi-
ence leading in this capacity, and did an outstanding 
job. I also need to mention Geoff and Linda Gatz in tak-
ing on the lead for hosting our Ukrainian family, the  

 

 

 

Koviakovs. The care to the 
family from arranging the 
cleaning and preparing of the 
parsonage, to grant writing 
and close liaison for the  
family has been incredible. 

My husband and I have 2  
children, Joshua deceased,  
and Jennifer, who makes my heart full with her  
big hearted nature.  

I was born in Memphis, Tennessee and moved to  
Amherst when I was 2 months old. My profession is 
Quilting/Quilt Instructor. I teach beginners through 
intermediate at various workshops and used to teach/
travel with the Sewing Expo. My hobbies include draw-
ing, and watercolor painting. 

My vision for St. Peter’s is to be a bigger part of our 
community and our mission in general, should be 
“Caring for Others”. 

When asked to complete this sentence: “God is calling 
this congregation to be….?”  My answer is: helpful, 
compassionate, and faithful to our community. 

 

While many of our longtime members know one another, our newer members do not.  

We hope this new article will bring us closer together as we serve God as one family.  

KAYE KOLER, 2023 

… continued from page 4 



APRIL 

It  is hard to believe that April is here! With break over, 
everyone is looking forward to 
getting back to school.  This 
month the children will be work-
ing on the letters Rr, Nn, Yy, and 
yellow.  They will also work on  

the number 9 and rhyming. The 
teachers will also be holding con-
ferences this month.  

There are a few openings availa-
ble in the Tuesday-Thursday  
afternoon classes.  If interested,  

 

please call the preschool at  
440-985-1972.                                                          

God Bless, 
Wendy Kosakowski 
Preschool Director 

Wendy Kosakowski              Heather Nail                 Kerri Kobylka             Ms. Stempowski  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

Our goal  is to  encourage and inst i l l  in  chi ldren a  joy of  learning,  and a  love for  God and his  creat ion.   

THE PRESCHOOL WILL BE ON SPRING BREAK STARTING ON APRIL 3RD THROUGH APRIL 10 .  

Easter Lilies 

Your support enables us to respond to a variety of global and local  
concerns by addressing advocacy, sustainable development, refugee 
and asylum issues, migration, and disasters. 

 

 



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday evening class will meet  
in the lower level of St. Peter’s Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. 
for the morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for the evening class.  
Enter through the door by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs lengthening,  
stretching and loosening as we target the fascia, connective tissue 
and joints to develop strength and restore flexibility. Bring your  
own mat, a water bottle and wear comfortable clothes. 

.                                                           

YOGA with Mary-K  
 

Craft Club will meet on Tuesday, April 25, from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Fireside room. Bring your 
current (or old) craft project to work on and to 
have some fun fellowship with other crafters! 
All are welcome. We had 4 people at our last 
meeting, and look forward to more joining us. 
Can’t wait to see you! 

Craft Club 
St. Peter’s  

TUESDAY  |  APRIL 25 |  6:30 PM 

CIRCLE SIX MEETING  
TUESDAY  |  APRIL 4 |  6:00 PM 

Circle Six will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, April 4 
at 6:00 PM at Cole’s Public House for our Anniversary  
Dinner. Each member is responsible for their own 
meal.  Pastor Chris will provide the entertainment.  

             Physical benefits of Yoga        



 

   

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

 

Secretary’s Report 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 20 
COUNCIL MEETING.  MOTION MADE, SECONDED, AND PASSED. 

Preschool Report  

Treasurer’s Report 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

Pastor’s Report 



MOTION:  TO SPONSOR A LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL TEAM.  
MOTION MADE, SECONDED, AND MOTION PASSED. 

Compassionate Care 

Altar Guild 

Ushers: 

Tech Report 

Garden Team 

President’s Report   (Christine Burman)   

Old Business:    

New Business:   

Adjournment 

MOTION:  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION MADE, 
SECONDED, AND MOTION PASSED. 
 



april  

EVENTS 
April 2 Palm Sunday/Communion  

April 3-10 Preschool Spring Break 

April 4 Circle Six Meeting 6 PM 

April 5 No Breeze Service 

April 6 Compassionate Care 10:30 AM 

April 7 Maundy Thursday Service 7 PM 

April 8  Good Friday (office closed) 

April 9 EASTER SUNDAY 

April 10 Pastor Chris is off 

April 13 Men’s Breakfast at Quarry Café 9:30 

April 16 Resource Fair, noon-4 PM 

April 17 Council Meeting Zoom 7 PM 

April 19 Clergy Mtg., Fireside 11:30 AM 

April 25 Craft Club 6:-8:30 PM Fireside 
 
 

Bible Study: 7 PM, Tuesdays, Zoom 
 

Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 PM, Wednesdays 

Handbell Choir: 7:15 PM, Thursdays 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
Sandstone Coffee House  
Every Wednesday 9-11:00 a.m.  
 

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

Handbell Choir Thursdays  7:15 PM 

april 

birthdays 

 

Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

Thurs., April 13, 9:30 AM 
Quarry Café  

 
All men are invited to join us for 
our Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
at Quarry Cafe  in Amherst. This 
will  include breakfast, prayer 
and a short devotional. We are 
looking forward to where this 
ministry will lead us in faith.  
Contact Pastor Chris for more 
information. 

___________________________________ 

“Associate yourself with men of 
good quality if you esteem your 
own reputation. It is better be 
alone than in bad company. “ 

- George Washington  

10 Bible Verses Everyone Should Memorize  

http://biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html
http://biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/1-9.html
http://biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=galatians+5:22-23
http://biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-8.html
http://biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=romans+8:38-39
http://biblestudytools.com/psalms/139-14.html
http://biblestudytools.com/proverbs/3-15.html
http://biblestudytools.com/john/1-12.html
http://biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-1.html
http://biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-33.html
https://twitter.com/share?text=10+Bible+Verses+Every+Woman+Should+Memorize&url=http://www.laurengaskillinspires.com/10-bible-verses-every-woman-memorize/


We are still collecting for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program and 
below are some suggestions that would be helpful with this great need.  
Also, you can still donate ‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack 
Program. Many families are in need.  

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. The last 
few months Al Murphy came to count, load, and deliver the food to Good  
Shepherd Baptist Food Bank in Pam Miskov’s absence. THANK YOU AL!  

We greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and 
those receiving food items. Thank you to everyone who donates!  

Please keep the following people in your prayers:                                   

Compassionate Care Meeting  April 6 at 10:30 AM 
Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Are you in need of Prayer?  
Call Joan Whitman, contact person for the Prayer Team.  
Please call Joan  if you would like to be added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. Also, 
if you want to keep your prayer request confidential, we can also add your name for our Prayer Team. 

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

In February,  
we collected 

109 
food items! 

  St. Peter’s UCC 

  FOOD  
 pantry  

    “

  



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman,  Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President    (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 

 Website and Social Media Addresses 

 St. Peter’s Website    www.stpetersamherst.org 

 St. Peter’s Facebook    https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh 

 St. Peter’s Twitter    https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 St. Peter’s YouTube  Channel   St Peters UCC Amherst     

 

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

https://stpetersuccamherst.breezechms.com/people/view/9069598#
mailto:Treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

