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ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

was the reason why the disciples of Jesus were 
gathered in Jerusalem 50 days after his death 
and resurrection—to celebrate Shavuot.  On the 
day of Pentecost, the Spirit descended on the 
followers of Jesus like tongues of fire.  The 

Spirit gave them the power to 
speak the gospel in all 
languages so that all may know 
the blessing of eternal life in Christ. 

Pentecost and Memorial Day are 
reminders of the power of the 
Spirit to transform our lives for 
service to God, and to remember 
the cost of freedom. People died 
that we might live in freedom. 
Jesus died so that we could have 
eternal life, and our brother’s and 
sister’s died on battlefields so that 

we would have the freedom to gather to either 
praise God or not.   

Just as it was for the followers of Christ, who 
were gifted with the power of the Spirit, we are 
also gifted with the power of freedom because of 
the sacrifices made in the cause of liberty. I 

T he season of “May,” which is named for the 
roman goddess Maia, who was responsible 
for the growth of plants, is rightly filled  

with life moments. In addition to celebrating our 
“Mothers” (as we were planted in the nurturing soil 
of their wombs,) we celebrate  
other life growing moments, like: 
Confirmation, Graduations, and 
many Weddings. May is a time to 
celebrate life itself! 

Celebrating life is an important 
reminder for us all as we move 
through the Easter season and  
then enter the next chapter of our 
spiritual lives with Pentecost, on 
May 28th. This year, Pentecost is 
celebrated on the same weekend  
as Memorial Day. Let that sink in? 
Pentecost and Memorial Day.   

In the Jewish tradition, Pentecost or Shavuot (in 
Hebrew) occurs 50 days after the Passover, and  
it is a time for Jewish families to gather and 
celebrate the time when Moses went up the 
mountain to receive the Ten Commandments.  This 

—  

 

“...we celebrate  

other life growing 

moments, like:  

Confirmation,  

Graduations, and 

many Weddings.  

May is a time to  

celebrate life itself! 

May 2023 

Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 



May Sermon Scriptures:   

 

5/7  John 14:1-14      

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 

also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 

where I am, there you may be also. 

Christ. Like the women and men who served our 
nation and died in the process, we must honor 
them by doing our part to plant the seeds of 
liberty and freedom in Christ. 

May is a month to not only celebrate the gift and 
joy of life itself, but to remember and honor the 
many who suffered that we might have life.   

Happy Mother’s Day! Happy Pentecost! And 
may we all remember with gratitude the cost paid 
for our freedom. 

Remember, you are loved! 

 

Pastor Chris 

know that many of my colleagues struggle to sing 
patriotic hymns on Sundays, and especially on 
Pentecost. I respect their views and beliefs, but I 
can’t help but to see a connection between  Jesus’ 
followers, who gathered to celebrate the freedom 
that the Ten Commandments offered them, and 
were then given the Holy Spirit which enabled 
them to spread the freedom of the gospel of 
Christ throughout the world, compared with our 
men and women who served our nation by 
paying the ultimate cost, that allows us to live 
with freedom of religion. In both instances, 
people died that we might live. 

The Disciples served as soldiers of the cross of 
Jesus, and lost their lives in the process, so that 
we would have the knowledge of eternal life in 

Continued on page 4 

“May is a month to not only celebrate the gift  
and joy of life itself, but to remember and honor the 

many who suffered that we might have life”. 

An Update from the Spiritual Life Team  



me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed 

that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not ask-

ing on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 

your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 
 

 5/28   Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together 

in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heav-

en living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered 

and was bewildered, because each one heard them speak-

ing in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 

they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galile-

ans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own na-

tive language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 

this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusa-

lem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spo-

ken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 

young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 

those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophe-

sy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 

on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun 

shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 

the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then every-

one who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

 

MAY SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

And you know the way to the place where I am go-

ing.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 

are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 

have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Fa-

ther, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am 

in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 

to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells 

in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 

because of the works themselves. 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 

the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 

these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

5/14   John 14:15-21 

”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be 

with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be  

in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 

because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 

have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

5/21   John 17:1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven 

and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 

and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything 

you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 

...continued from page 3 

 

 

 



Get to Know Your  
NEIGHBOR 

Hello, my name is Brian Schieferstein, 

While many of our longtime members know one another, our newer members do not.  

We hope this new article will bring us closer together as we serve God as one family.  



Proverbs 31:25-28 

She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to come. 

She speaks with wisdom,and faithful  

instruction is on her tongue. 

She watches over the affairs of her household  

and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise and call her blessed; 

her husband also, and he praises her. 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers out there! 

Thank you God for our Mothers with us, or in Heaven,  

for their unconditional love, self-sacrifice, and wisdom.  
 

MAY 

W e have had a very busy year at preschool.  The children have 
worked on letters, numbers, colors, 
rhyming, and their names. Everyone  
has had so much fun; it is hard to  
believe that it is coming to an end.  

This month the children will learn 
the letters Mm, Ff and Uu. To cele-
brate Mother’s Day, we will have a 
small party where the children will 
“Share Mother’s Day With Someone 

Special”. The children will sing  
songs and share a cookie that they 
decorated with their special guest. 
Dads will not be left out because the 
children will also be making some-
thing special for Father’s Day.     

The preschool staff would like to  
thank everyone for showing your  
support of the school throughout  
the year. Thank You! 

The children will end the school year  
with a picnic on the Church Lawn. They 
will sing a few of their favorite songs  
and receive their Preschool Diploma.  

 
 

The Preschool Staff 

Wendy Kosakowski              Heather Nail                 Kerri Kobylka             Ms. Stempowski  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

Mother’s Day is  

SUNDAY,  
MAY 8 

YOUR JUNK is 
Somebody’s TREASURE! 
Fellow Church Members, as you are tackling your 
spring cleaning, please keep St. Peter’s in mind, as the 
church will be having a Rummage Sale this summer, 
probably late July. 
 

Please, no clothing. Donations will be accepted a week 
before the sale. More information coming next month. 
 

If interested in helping, please contact Sue Conkle,  
(440) 537-1749, or Mary-K Kirsch, (216) 559-6160. 



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday evening class will 
meet in the lower level of St. Peter’s Church. Please arrive 
by 8:25 a.m. for the morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for the 
evening class. Enter through the door by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs lengthening,  
stretching and loosening as we target the fascia, connective 
tissue and joints to develop strength and restore flexibility. 
Bring your own mat, a water bottle and wear comfortable 
clothes. 

YOGA with Mary-K  

 

Craft Club will meet on Tuesday, May 30th, from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Fireside room. Bring your 
current (or old) craft project to work on and to 
have some fun fellowship with other crafters! 
All are welcome. We had look forward to more 
joining us. Can’t wait to see you! 

Craft Club 
St. Peter’s  

TUESDAY  |  MAY 30 |  6:30 PM 

Circle Six Meeting  
TUESDAY  |  MAY 2 |  6:00 PM 

Circle Six will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, May 2 in 
Fellowship Hall.  The program will be “History of Amherst 
Quarries”, presented by Bob Pallante.  Members may invite 
guests and the program is open to the congregation.  Mem-
bers will hold a brief meeting at 6:00 (do not bring your 
meal —each member is requested to bring at least 1 dozen 
cookies).  At 6:30 we will set up for the speaker, cookies, 
coffee and fellowship.  The program will begin at 7:00.   

Thank you, Sally Readinger, President 

An Update from  
Daniel Jacky 

This Fall I will be attending the Institute of 
Sacred Music at Yale University to get my 
Master’s degree. I feel quite lucky to have 
had a lot of wonderful, supporting people 
around me in my life, and the people at St. 
Peter’s are no exception to that. Many thanks 
to Pastor Chris, the choir, and congregation 
for all the wonderful experience I had while  
I was at Oberlin. I’ll carry that with me  
wherever I go. St. Peter’s, I want you to  
know I’m still thinking of all of you!  

All the best, Daniel 

April Kobiakov  
Family Update 

I would like to thank those of you who have 
generously donated to Lev’s 8th Grade trip 
to D.C. in October. We set a goal of $500.00 to 
cover the trip plus $100 for spending money. 
Your response has been fantastic and is 
much appreciated. 
 

Also we learned this week that Nataliia has 
had her TPS status extended for one more 
year. This takes a great deal of pressure off, 
not only Nataliia, but the whole family! 

Blessings & Peace to All of You,  Linda 



 

   

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

 

Secretary’s Report 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH COUNCIL 
MEETING.  MOTION MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED.  

Preschool Report: 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Laurie Hubach) 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE PASS-THROUGH EXPENSES OF $335.  
MOTION MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED. 

Financial Secretary’s Report: (Becky Woods)  

Pastor’s Report:  (Pastor Chris Buckingham-Taylor) 

Compassionate Care:  (Joan Whitman) 



Altar Guild:  (Lynn Hollstein)   

Spiritual Life:  (Judy McCurdy) 

Circle Six:  (Sally Readinger) 

Ushers:  (Al Murphy, Christine Burman) 

Tech Report:  (Mary-K Kirsch) 

Garden Team:  (Sue Conkle)  

President’s Report:   (Christine Burman)   

Old Business:  (Various) 

MOTION:  TO ACCEPT THE BID OF $8,900 FROM QPS CHIMNEY 
CONTRACTORS.  MOTION MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION 
PASSED. 

New Business:  (Various) 

MOTION:  TO AWARD LEV KOBIAKOVA AN AMOUNT OF $500 
FROM THE HAPPEL ENDOWMENT FUND TO BE USED FOR HIS 
FIELD TRIP TO WASHINGTON D.C.  MOTION MADE AND 
SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED. 



MAY  

EVENTS 

Communion Visits: Mondays 1-4 PM 

Bible Study: 7 PM, Tuesdays, Zoom 

Breeze Chapel: 7 PM, Wednesdays 

Handbell Choir: 7:15 PM, Thursdays 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
Sandstone Coffee House  
Every Wednesday 9-11:00 a.m.  

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

 

MAY 

birthdays 

 

Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

Thurs., May 11, 9:30 AM 
Quarry Café  

 
All men are invited to join us for 
our Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
at Quarry Cafe  in Amherst. This 
will  include breakfast, prayer 
and a short devotional. We are 
looking forward to where this 
ministry will lead us in faith.  
Contact Pastor Chris for more 
information. 

___________________________________ 

“Associate yourself with men of 
good quality if you esteem your 
own reputation. It is better be 
alone than in bad company. “ 

- George Washington  

Garden Club  
SEEKS HELP  

The Garden Club is seeking volunteers to help with  
Spring Cleanup around the church. Sessions are short,  
about 1-1½ hr(s). We send out a One Call the day or two  

before a session, depending on weather.  

You can sign up by writing “Yes! I can help with  
Spring Cleanup” on the back of the yellow attendance card  
during worship, or call the church office at (440) 988-4965. 

Thank you for help! 



We are still collecting for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program and 
below are some suggestions that would be helpful with this great need.  
Also, you can still donate ‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack 
Program. Many families are in need.  

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. Pam is 
back and came to count, load, and deliver the food to Good Shepherd  
Baptist Food Pantry. Thank you Pam for serving with a grateful heart!  

We greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and 
those receiving food items. Thank you to everyone who donates!  

Please keep the following people in your prayers:                                   

Compassionate Care Meeting  May 4 Cancelled! 
Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Are you in need of Prayer?  
Call Joan Whitman, contact person for the Prayer Team.  
Please call Joan  if you would like to be added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. Also, 
if you want to keep your prayer request confidential, we can also add your name for our Prayer Team. 

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

In February,  
we collected 

119  
food items! 

  St. Peter’s UCC 

  FOOD  
 pantry  

    “

  



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman,  Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President    (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 

 Website and Social Media Addresses 

 St. Peter’s Website    www.stpetersamherst.org 

 St. Peter’s Facebook    https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh 

 St. Peter’s Twitter    https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 St. Peter’s YouTube  Channel   St Peters UCC Amherst     

 

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

https://stpetersuccamherst.breezechms.com/people/view/9069598#
mailto:Treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

