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ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

It may be a simple song but singing it 

throughout the day, even in the privacy of 

our own minds, makes a faithful statement 

and helps us to build a more positive attitude.  

This church member had recently lost her 

husband of over forty years to cancer, and 

she had spent a year without much mobility 

due to her own illness.  She told me that she 

had to wake up at five in the morning just to 

begin the process of stretching and get her 

body moving so that she could make it to our 

Sunday morning worship service.  She could 

have very easily, and justifiably had a 

negative attitude in life, but she knew that the 

power of positive thinking, that God had 

created this and every day, was what she 

needed to make it through each day.  She 

inspired all of us in our church to see the 

blessings of each day.   

We all have more than our fair share of 

troubles.  Recent surveys have revealed that 

most Americans are feeling negative about 

 

 

—  

This is the day, this is the day. 

That the Lord has made,  

that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice, 

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day 

That the Lord has made. 

This is the day. This is the day! 

That the Lord has made,  

that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice, 

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day 

That the Lord has made. 

JULY 2023 

Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 



well-everything.  Most think that our country is headed in 

the wrong direction.  Most think that their economic 

future is bleak.  Many believe that it is almost too late to 

effectively stop or alter climate change.  We see more 

wildfires which seem to be directly related to global 

warming.  We see an increase in the amount and intensity 

of storms.  “This is the day that the Lord has made!”  I 

can’t do much to reverse all the negative trends that I just 

mentioned, but I can be responsible for my outlook and 

attitude and how I may influence others. 

Having a positive attitude is not burying our heads in the 

sand to avoid problems, it is addressing things with the 

proper perspective.  Facing problems and challenges is 

necessary, but having a positive attitude is essential.   

We have health problems, and other things in our life that 

cause us pain and suffering, and a positive attitude won’t 

fix those things, but having a positive attitude, believing 

that “This is the day that the Lord has made...”, Will lead 

us through the daily challenges and help us to feel the joy 

of God’s presence.  And yes, a positive attitude has been 

shown in multiple studies to lead to better health. 

No matter what we are facing, singing Psalm 118:24 will 

do more good than harm.  We can change our brain 

activity to function at a higher and healthier level by 

singing “This is the day!”  Embracing the blessings of God 

each day is like throwing a pebble in a pond and seeing 

the ripples.  Seeing our blessings will impact all those 

around us and lift the mood of our country.  You’ve heard 

the challenge, “Be the change you seek.”  Let us be the joy 

we need.  “This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us 

rejoice and be glad in it!” (Psalm 118:24) 

Remember, you are loved! 

 

Pastor Chris 

Spiritual Life Team  
Pam Miskov, Judy McCurdy,  
Pastor Chris, Don Ramsey 

A thank you from Joyce Darakis 



JULY SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

7/2  Galatians 5:1, 13, 14, 22, 23   

   

 

 

 

 

 



Get to Know Your  
NEIGHBOR 

While many of our longtime members know one another, our newer members do not.  

We hope this new article will bring us closer together as we serve God as one family.  



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday evening 
class will meet in the lower level of St. Peter’s 
Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. for the  
morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for the evening 
class. Enter through the door by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs 
lengthening, stretching and loosening as we target 
the fascia, connective tissue and joints to develop 
strength and restore flexibility. Bring your own 
mat, a water bottle and wear comfortable clothes. 

T he Preschool class of 2022-2023 has 
successfully completed the school 

year. Everyone is looking forward to a 
fun and relaxing summer. The children 
are also hoping for less rain, and lots 
more sunshine!  

This year was so much fun. We went on 
several field trips and even had our tradi-
tional Christmas Program. We ended the 
year with a class picnic on the church 
lawn. The children sang a few songs and 
received their end of the year folder and 
a gift. We will miss our little ones as they  
 

move on to the next class or Kindergar-
ten. We are also looking forward to all 
the new students that are registered for 
the coming school year. 

During the summer, the staff will be 
looking for some new, fun filled ideas  
for the next school year.     

The preschool is almost filled up. We 
have only 1 spots left in our afternoon 
class! We have started a waiting list for 
parents interested in attending our  
morning preschool program in the fall.  

 

If you or anyone else is interested in 
our preschool or being put  
on the waiting list, please call the 
school at 985-1972. Thank you for 
spreading the word about our  
wonderful school!  

 

Mrs. Kosakowski, Mrs. Nail 

Mrs. Kobylka, Miss Stempowski 

YOGA with Mary-K  

Wendy Kosakowski              Heather Nail                 Kerri Kobylka             Ms. Stempowski  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

 

Rummage Sale  
Saturday, July 29, 9-3 PM  
Entrance will be through the garage & elevator. 

Sales will be in the lobby, garage and Fellowship Hall.  

Sale to benefit the Pipe Organ Fund! 
Please continue to bring in your donated items for the 
Rummage Sale, during business hours, Monday-Friday, 
8:30-2:30 PM and Sunday mornings. Please put items 
on the long tables at the front of the Fellowship Hall. 
Please, no clothing or shoes. If you need 

 
 

If interested in helping, please contact Sue Conkle  
(440) 537-1749 or Mary-K Kirsch (216) 559-6160.



The remodeling of the pre-
school and related areas has 
been both challenging and re-
warding and is now completed.  
 
We appreciate the Congrega-
tion’s support and want to  
recognize the preschool Admin-
istrator, Wendy Kosakowski, for 
writing the grant that made part 
of this project possible. 
 
Additionally, a heartfelt thank 
you to the members who shared 
their time, talent and financial 
support for the project, as well  
as with various cleaning jobs 
around the church: 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make this happen! 

Walter & Luena Beale 

Fred & Lynda Helyes 

Gary & Sharon Thompson 

Shelley Harmych 

Jo Janas 

Nataliia Kobiakov 

Sally Readinger 

Earl Wiegand 

Vicki Zeller 

And, Tom & Lynn Hollstein  

for generously providing 

lunches  and  

oft needed coffee! 

 

 
In our opinion, the preschool 
area has been restored to 

“NEW”STATUS! 
 

Blessings & Peace  
to All of You, 
 

Mary K Kirsch and 
Geoff & Linda Gatz 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

Secretary’s Report 

The For the record, the May meeting minutes were 
approved again at this meeting. 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MAY COUNCIL 
MEETING.  MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION  
WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Preschool Report 

• Preschool enrollment is full for the coming year. 
• The grant was submitted on June 16. 
• Thanks to everyone who had a part in  
completing the work. 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

• Our new CPA will meet with our treasurer to  
exchange information. 

• There will be a month’s time between an actual event 
and its appearance in the report. 

• Pass-throughs are listed in the Financial Sec’y.  
Report and will be be approved in a timely manner. 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE AND PAY THE PASS-THROUGHS.  
MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED.   MOTION WAS PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Pastor’s Report  

• Special thanks to everyone on the volunteer crew  
doing the grant work.  Many hours were donated by  
the volunteers, and the money saved was substantial.   
It was a major accomplishment that was shared by  
all who participated.  It was a good example of the 
positive things happening at our church. 

• July 2 church service will be led by guest minister, 
Pastor Paul Eaton. 

• A special council meeting will be held in September to 
set goals for next year.  We are challenged to learn 
where we as a church want to go. 

• The Budget process will begin in August, and will be 
coordinated with the preschool budget.   

  

Spiritual Life  

• We are easing up a bit for summer, and then will 
resume full speed in September. 

Compassionate Care  

• Joan Whitman asks to be informed of anyone in need  
of cards, contact, or visitation. 

Altar Guild  

• The Miskov wedding is coming up in July.   Linda Gatz 
will be acting as temporary wedding coordinator.   
Altar guild will do the setup. 

• The Communion cup, prefilled with wine or juice and 
wafer will become our standard for the foreseeable 
future because of convenience and safety. 

• We still need more members for Altar Guild, and men 
are welcome. 

Circle Six 

• The Black River Cruise went well and was enjoyed by  
all those who attended. 

• No further activities are planned for summer. 
• Entertainment ideas are always welcome, and events 
are mostly open to the congregation. 

• Committee will meet this summer to plan meetings  
for next year. 

Ushers 

• We welcome our newest member, Liam Gleason, as he 
begins to serve St. Peter’s as a member of the ushers. 

• Liam will learn from the existing ushers as they impart 
their wisdom to him. 

• Ushers are still needed to sign up for July. 

Tech Report 

• Because of heavy involvement with the grant program, 
the publishing of the church services’ videos has  
fallen behind.  Now that time is available the schedule 
will be restored. 



• The recent outdoor service was not video recorded or 
broadcast, but Mary K has taken still photos which she 
will put to music and post on Facebook. 

Garden Team  

• The church gardens are looking good. 
• One plant on north side suffered from a virus in the soil 
and had to be removed. 

• Weeding is planned for the coming week.  If you would 
like to help, please contact Sue Conkle.  

Funding and Activities 

• The Rummage sale setup is progressing nicely.  It will 
not interfere with upcoming wedding. 

• Some very nice items have been coming in for the sale.  
Please bring your items to the church. 

• Volunteers are needed for the sale: cashiers and floor 
walkers, for two-hour shifts on July 29.   

• If you’d like to help, please contact Sue Conkle or 
Christine Burman. 

• The pot-luck luncheon went very well.  Thanks to all 
who attended, and especially those who helped set up, 
and clean up afterward.  Another pot-luck will be held  
at the end of August. 

• Special Thanks to Luena Beale who has been busily 
selling raffle tickets.  With the church’s portion, she was 
able to purchase a lawn mower, a trimmer, a blower, 
and an edger to be used for the church’s lawn 
maintenance.  The drawing will be held July 29 at the 
rummage sale. 

Old Business 

• Volunteers will be used for cleaning the church.  There is 
a signup sheet which specifically describes all cleaning 
tasks.  Scheduling is flexible.  Teams of three will 
vacuum the sanctuary.  Teams of two will do the 
mopping.  A new vacuum cleaner has been purchased, 
and cleaning supplies are available for all tasks. 

• We think that the regular cleaning of our church can  
be handled by volunteers.  We will try it first, at least 
through July.  If it doesn’t work out, we will have to 
consider hiring a cleaning person. 

• Since we are without a formal Trustee group, our church 
council members have been handling the maintenance 
issues, and this has been working well.  We will continue 
this practice for the foreseeable future. 

• We are developing a list of approved contractors and 
vendors to be used in standard situations. 

• We will be more diligent in keeping records, i.e. why a 
certain thing was done, and the reasoning behind the 
decision.  It will prevent making the same mistake  
twice, and will also be a great help to our successors  
in the future. 

• Church Treasurer:  This position is now open.  Our 
bylaws state that it must be a church member, but not 
necessarily an active member.  It will be advertised in 
the church bulletin and the Key.  Christine Burman  
will prepare the article. 

• Sandstone repair on preschool building will begin  
in July. 

• The organ has been repaired and we have received the 
bill, approximately $3,000.  The money will come 
partially from the Music Fund, and partially from a 
special fund raiser. 

• Pastor Chris recently had a conversation with David 
Happel, son of our former Pastor, Robert Happel.   
Part of the discussion centered around whether we 
may use money from the Happel funds to help with 
current expenses.  The answer is that the Happel 
Family is committed to honoring the memory of their 
father.  They wish to remain true to his original 
purpose in setting up the funds, which was his deeply 
felt desire to help others with their education.  We will 
respect the wishes of the Happel Family by limiting  
the funds to educational use.   

New Business 

• An inquiry was made as to whether we would sell a 
few of our wooden folding chairs.  There is evidence 
that they may be worth more than just a few dollars as 
we originally thought.  We will try to determine their  
actual value before we decide whether or not to sell. 

• Will the proposed volunteer cleaning include the 
preschool building?  That will have to be determined.   
It will depend on the level of cleaning the preschool 
expects and how much they can do themselves. 

MOTION:  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  MOTION WAS MADE  
AND SECONDED.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Adjournment:  Meeting ended at 8:22 PM after prayer 
by Pastor Chris. 
 

Respectfully submitted, June 21, 2023 

Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, JUNE 19, 2023 continued 



Communion Visits:  
Monday, July 10 & 24 from 1-4 PM 

Bible Study: 7 PM, Tuesdays, Zoom 

No Breeze Chapel in June & July 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
Sandstone Coffee House  
Every Wednesday 9-11:00 a.m.  

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

 

Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

Thurs., July 13, 9:30 AM 
Quarry Café  

All men are invited to join us for  
our Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at 
Quarry Cafe  in Amherst. Contact  
Pastor Chris for more information. 

Outdoor  

worship 
 

 

“MAY He GRAnT YOU YOUR HeART’s DesIRe 

AND FULFILL ALL YOUR PLAns!”   

 

P S A L M  2 0 : 4  

 

Altar Guild Still Needs Help! 
The Altar Guild desperately needs help and are looking for new 

members, including couples. We help with tasks in the Sanctuary 
and also prepare Communion. Please call the church office at 

(440) 988-4965 or email 
if interested.  

 

 

St. Peter’s Needs a Treasurer!  
Can you help? 

St. Peter’s is seeking a new Treasurer as Sally Readinger will be  
retiring from this position. She has graciously agreed to stay on 
through the end of July. Thank you Sally! Tasks include: 

• writing checks and reconciling the checkbook  
• paying bills and working with the CPA 
• attending monthly council meetings 

A volunteer would be appreciated, but compensation can be nego-
tiated. Please call the church office at 440-988-4965 if interested. 
Thank you! 



We are still collecting for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program and 
below are some suggestions that would be helpful with this great need.  
Also, you can still donate ‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack 
Program. Many families are in need.  

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. Pam is 
back and came to count, load, and deliver the food to Good Shepherd  
Baptist Food Pantry. Thank you Pam for serving with a grateful heart!  

We greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and 
those receiving food items. Thank you to everyone who donates!  

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers:                                   

Compassionate Care Meeting on July 6 at 10:30  
Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Karin Andy 

Lois Barnes 

Roger Becker 

Richard Berry 

Joyce Darakis 

Tudy Diaz 

Valentino Dziak 

Don Flock 

Jim Koler 

Jean Marsh 

Richard McCurdy 

Tom McKinley 

Bev Mischka 

Glenn Miskov 

Audrey Montgomery 

Darlene Mudrich 

Carol Murphy 

Serita Reyes 

Janet Siron 

Sherry Spratt 

Mary Ann Sterna 

Don Swift 

Jean Swift 

Elaine Thompson 

Edgar Vargas 

Gloria Versace 

Sue Smith 

Sharon  

Rich Orseno 

June & Carl Nau 

Family of Jean Snyder 

Kaye Oswald & Family 

Are you in need of Prayer?  
 

Call Joan Whitman, contact person  
for the Prayer Team at 440-320-8923 
Please call Joan if you would like to be added or 
removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. 
Also, if you want to keep your prayer request  
confidential, we can also add your name to the  
list for our Prayer Team. 

 

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

In May,  
we collected 

101  
food items! 

  St. Peter’s UCC 

  FOOD  
 pantry  



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. will be cancelled June-July 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman,  Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President  (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 St. Peter’s Website and Social Media Addresses 

 Website:     www.stpetersamherst.org  Twitter:  https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/  YouTube  Channel:  St Peters UCC Amherst   

                     stpetersuccamherstoh 

    

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

At St. Peter’s we work together in love to build strong foundations 

for our lives in Christ. This firm foundation allows us to put 

“Arms and Legs on Christ’s love in the world.” 
We believe that God is calling you to be embraced by God’s radical 

love and to be a part of this foundation of faith. 

 


