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This is my Father’s world. 



ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

—  

O ne of my favorite books as a child was read to me by my mother over 

and over again—“Are You My Mother?” written by P.D. Eastman and 

published in1960—just a couple of years before me.   Do you remember it? 

The story is about a little egg that is left in its nest alone while its mother 

goes off in search of food.  While left alone, the egg hatches and the little 

hatchling goes in search of its mother.  The little bird first encounters a 

kitten and asks if it’s their mother, but the kitten doesn’t understand a 

word the bird said.  The little bird next meets a hen, but she is clearly not 

the fledgling’s mother.  Next up, a dog, followed by a cow, a car and then a 

boat.  It’s quite an adventure, until the little bird finds a steam shovel.  

That’s when I always got scared.  The little bird says to the steam shovel, 

“Mother, Mother! Here I am, Mother!” To which the steam shovel responds- 

“Snort!” Excited, and frightened, the little bird declares- “You are not my 
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mother!”  But then a moment of beautiful grace enters the story as the 

steam shovel places the little bird back in its nest, where the bird is finally 

reunited with its loving mother.  My mother was always so animated in 

reading stories to me, but her voice, even though she passed away in 2019, 

is still in my mind and heart.  Finding our mother, and father, and knowing 

whose we are is a natural part of our existence. 



 

As a church, we too are in 

search of our parent.  Our 

mother/father God is the 

presence we search for in and 

out of the nest.  Many people 

are still searching for God, and 

like our story of the little bird, 

they ask anything or anyone 

they encounter if they are god?  

The number of little birdies that 

are wandering our earth in search of a loving God is 

growing exponentially.  As a church, we must be like the 

steam shovel and- even though they may be frightened of 

us and our “snort” like traditions, we are the ones who 

know that they need to be back in their nest with God. 

St. Peter’s mission, therefore, is to help shepherd people 

back home with God.  I never imagined as a little boy 

while my mother read me the story of the little, lost bird, 

that I might grow up to be a pastor trying to help the little 

bird find its way home.  St. Peter’s is a place of refuge, and 

safety as well a home for all who seek God.   

In the end of the story of the little, lost bird, the steam 

shovel is the hero, not the villain.  We need to be heroic in 

our response to those in our community who are looking 

for God.  We need to let people know that St. Peter’s is a 

safe nest in which to find the nourishment and love of 

God.  May we be bold and loving as we reach out to all 

who search for love, acceptance, and a place to call home.  

“Are you my mother?” “NO, but we are your brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  And we can bring you home to God.”  

Remember, you are loved! 

 
Pastor Chris 

“St. Peter’S iS a Place of refuge, and Safety aS well  

a home for all who Seek god.”   

Circle Six  
Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 5  |  6 PM 
  

Circle Six will hold it’s next meeting 
and picnic on Tuesday, Sept.5 at 6 
PM at Beaver Creek Reservation.   

Bring a dish to share and bring a 
guest.  There will be no program – 
just good food, conversation and fun! 

Thank you,  
Sally Readinger, President 

LET’S END HUNGER!  

 

Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023 at 2 PM  

More information to come.  



AUGUST SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

 

 

 

8/6 Matthew 14:13-21     



Get to Know Your  
NEIGHBOR 



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday evening 
class will meet in the lower level of St. Peter’s 
Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. for the  
morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for the evening 
class. Enter through the door by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs 
lengthening, stretching and loosening as we target 
the fascia, connective tissue and joints to develop 
strength and restore flexibility. Bring your own 
mat, a water bottle and wear comfortable clothes. 

H ow fast can a summer vacation 
go? Well ask anyone on the  

preschool staff and they will all say 
“Too Fast”!   

With all that aside, the teachers will be 
starting to work to get their freshly 
painted rooms ready for the new 
school year. The renovations turned 
out beautiful. The staff would like to 
thank all those who worked many 
hours to complete the renovations. We 
appreciate it! Mrs. Kosakowski and Ms. 
Nail would like to announce that the 

grant reconciliation was approved by 
OCCRRA and is now officially closed.  

Parent Night will be taking place on 
August 16 and Open House on August 
23. We are looking forward to the  
parents and children seeing the newly 
renovated rooms and bathrooms.   

We have planned many new and excit-
ing activities, as well as many fun field 
trips. The preschool has had t-shirts 
printed up and every student regis-
tered will receive one. We have a won-

derful Preschool Board with members 
who support all that we do. The pre-
school staff thanks them all!   

The staff is looking forward to another 
wonderful year of teaching and nurtur-
ing a future president, nurse, teacher, 
lawyer and yes, maybe even a minister.    

At St. Peter’s UCC Preschool we teach 
the sky is the limit!! 

 

YOGA with Mary-K  

Wendy Kosakowski              Heather Nail                 Kerri Kobylka             Ms. Stempowski  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

The staff would like to thank all those who worked many hours to complete the renovations. We appreciate it!  

 

  
July 29th  |  9AM-3PM 

 
THANK YOU to EVERYONE  
Who helped to make this  

‘fundraising event’ happen!  
 

We will report in the church bulletin and 
the September KEY our net profit which 

will go to benefit the Pipe organ. 
 

 



lawyer and yes, maybe even a minister.    

Teri Walter, Kaye Koler, Allan Murphy, Walter Beale, Arthur Diaz 

Thank you to our veterans for their service! We were happy and honored to award you these quilts 
for your service!  ...Kaye Koler and Teri Walter (on be half of Lorain County Piecemakers Quilt Guild)  

 

A special thank you and acknowledgment to our Compassionate Care team!  
The group continues to go above and beyond their call for our members here  
at St. Peter’s!! God has blessed us with each and every one them!  ...Kaye Koler 

Quilts of Valor  

Presentation 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by President  

Christine Burman, and began with a prayer from Pastor Chris. 

ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

Secretary’s Report 

• For the record, the minutes of the June meeting were 
approved at this meeting. 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE COUNCIL 
MEETING.  MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION WAS 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Treasurer’s Report 

• Transition will begin to future treasurer Karel 
Schieferstein. 

• Pass-through amounts were not included with this 
report, but will be included in the future. 

• Pass-through amounts of $100.00 (Strengthen the 
Church) and $106.31 (OCWM) appeared in the 
Financial Secretary’s report and will be approved. 

• We have improved over last year at this time by 
overspending less. 

• Because of some large expenses occurring during the 
same month (property insurance, organ repair, real 
estate taxes, 3 payrolls, 2 pension board payments,  
and 2 U.S. Treasury payments) it was necessary to 
withdraw another $25,000 in addition to $50,000  
from savings. 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE PASS-THROUGHS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $206.31.  MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED.  MOTION  
WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

• Giving for June was on average with other months. 
• Mid-year donation statements have been emailed out.  

Please contact Becky Woods if you have not received 
your statement. 

Pastor’s Report  

• The recent wedding went well, and was a real joy.  
Special thanks to Linda Gatz for her role as wedding 
coordinator. 

• Special thanks to all who helped with cleaning and 
building improvements to make the church look  
its best. 

• We plan to actively promote St. Peter’s as a wedding 
site, not only for the income, but also to increase our 
exposure to those outside our church. 

• Performed graveside services for Donald Griffith. 
• Visited Roger Becker, Elaine Thompson, 98 years  

of age, and Karen Andy, sharing Communion with all. 
• Karel Schieferstein is tentatively to be our new 

treasurer, possibly sharing duties with Neil Wasilk. 
• Would like to see the preschool expand to make  

more use of the building and also make use of the 
summer months. 

Compassionate Care  

• Joan Whitman asks to be informed of anyone in need  
of cards, contact, or visitation.  If you are aware of 
someone who has stopped attending church for  
awhile, please let her know. 

• The next regular meeting will be in September. 

Altar Guild  

• We still need more members for Altar Guild, and men 
are welcome. 

Circle Six 

• There will be no regular meetings for summer. 
• We are planning future special programs to be shared 

by the congregation.  Any and all ideas are welcome.  
These could even be repeat programs from the past.  
Let us know your ideas. 

Ushers 



Tech Report 

• Upgrading our A/V system is being considered in order 
to improve the quality of our Zoom broadcasts. 

• Many of our members now depend on the broadcasts  
as their only means of attending church. 

Website 

• Kaye Koler is working to improve the content and  
quality of our website. 

Garden Team  

• The plants are look healthy, and the coming rain  
will help. 

Rummage Sale 

• The rummage sale is coming together; date is July 29. 
• Many thanks to all the hard workers. 
• Christine Burman is coordinating the volunteers for the 

actual sale day.  There are still openings to be filled.  
Please contact Christine if you would like to help.  Light 
lunch and refreshments will be provided. 

• Administrative Secretary Kaye Oswald has created 
advertising flyers for the sale.  Please stop in and get a 
few to place around town. 

• Kaye has also created brochures detailing weddings and 
hall rental at our church.  These will be available at the 
sale, and also placed in the church pews. 

• We are still accepting items for the sale, so bring them in! 

New Business 

• Suggestions are needed for new money raising activities.  
Bring forth your ideas! 

• The sandstone/cement repair on the education  
building is scheduled to begin July 24.  The cost will be 
approximately $8,000. 

• We will investigate selling engraved pavers as we did  
in the past.  There is plenty of space still available.  
Current costs will have to be determined. 

• A spaghetti lunch or dinner is being planned for 
September.  Details will be worked out by the Spaghetti 
Team of Chris Burman, Stacy Gleason, Judy McCurdy, 
Joan Whitman, and Tom Hollstein.  Let them know your 
ideas!  Volunteers will be needed before, during, and 
after the meal. 

• The parsonage roof is in need of repair.  The extent of 
Insurance coverage will first be determined before  
work is authorized. 

• A question was asked if Sunday coffee hour could be 
continued throughout the summer months.  For some 
people this is their main means of social contact for the 
week.  It is a problem finding volunteers to operate it – 
Circle Six is off during the summer.  And there are 
fewer participants because many members wish to 
leave church right away to attend summer time 
activities. 

• Name tags:  We will encourage their use by everyone, 
not just the ushers.  Name tags do exist for some of our 
members.  Mary K has made some nice lanyards for 
them.  We will investigate what names we do have and 
how to store them when not in use. 

• There will be a pot-luck luncheon in August, either the 
20th or the 27th, date to be announced. 

• The Wednesday morning get-togethers, 9-11 AM at 
Sandstone Coffee House (across from the old post 
office on Park Avenue) continue to be enjoyable and 
fun.  Food is available as well as coffee.  Everyone is 
welcome to participate, so please come out and join in! 

• We will investigate producing St. Peter’s T-shirts again. 
• Who besides the Treasurer is authorized to handle and 

transfer funds?  At least 1 or 2 others should be 
designated for backup.  To be determined. 

Old Business 

• Sale of wooden chairs:  Decision how to proceed will  
be made once market value is determined.  Enough 
chairs would be held back to meet our needs.  

MOTION:  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  MOTION WAS MADE  
AND SECONDED.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Adjournment:  Meeting ended at 8:28 PM after prayer 
by Pastor Chris. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, July 22, 2023 

Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, JULY 17, 2023 continued 



Communion Visits: Aug. 14 & Aug. 28 1-4PM 

Bible Study: 7 PM, Tuesdays, Zoom 

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

 
 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris 
continue to be enjoyable and 
fun. Food is available as well as 
coffee. Everyone is welcome to 
participate, so please come out 
and join in! 
 

Outdoor  

worship 
 

 

Altar Guild Still Needs Help! 
The Altar Guild desperately needs help and are looking for new 

members, including couples. We help with tasks in the Sanctuary 
and also prepare Communion. Please call the church office at 

(440) 988-4965 or email 
if interested.  

 



We are still collecting for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program and 
below are some suggestions that would be helpful with this great need.  
Also, you can still donate ‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack 
Program. Many families are in need.  

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. Pam is 
back and came to count, load, and deliver the food to Good Shepherd  
Baptist Food Pantry. Thank you Pam for serving with a grateful heart!  

We greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and 
those receiving food items. Thank you to everyone who donates!  

In Jesus’ name, I believe and pray.  

Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

In July  
we collected 

46  
food items! 

  St. Peter’s UCC 

  FOOD  
 pantry  

Are you in need of Prayer? 

Prayer changes things!  
 

Call Joan Whitman, contact person  
for the Prayer Team at 440-320-8923 

Please call Joan if you would like to be added or 
removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. 
Also, if you want to keep your prayer request  
confidential, we can also add your name to the  
list for our Prayer Team. 



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. will be cancelled June-July 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman,  Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President  (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 St. Peter’s Website and Social Media Addresses 

 Website:     www.stpetersamherst.org  Twitter:  https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/  YouTube  Channel:  St Peters UCC Amherst   

                     stpetersuccamherstoh 

    

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

At St. Peter’s we work together in love to build strong foundations 

for our lives in Christ. This firm foundation allows us to put 

“Arms and Legs on Christ’s love in the world.” 
We believe that God is calling you to be embraced by God’s radical 

love and to be a part of this foundation of faith. 

 


