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ADVENT IS FROM AN OLD LATIN PHRASE –  

AD VENIO, LOOSELY TRANSLATED  

“UNTIL THE COMING.” IT IS A TIME FOR  

REFLECTION DURING WHICH WE PREPARE 

FOR CHRIST'S COMING.  

 2023 
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—  

“Do you remember me? 

I sat upon your knee. 

I wrote to you with childhood fantasies. 

Well, I'm all grown up now, 

But still need help somehow. 

I'm not a child but my heart still can dream.” 

(Lyrics by Amy Grant) 

 

T 
hese lyrics by contemporary Christian 

artist, Amy Grant, entitled—“Grown 

Up Christmas List”, were on my mind 

as I thought about this message for the Advent 

season.  We are all dealing with so many 

troublesome things—family issues, health 

concerns, economic worries, and the global and 

political climate crisis, as well as the reality of 

where we are as a church community of faith 

DECEMBER 2023 

going through a period of transition, that 

creating our own Christmas Wish List, seems 

like a good spiritual exercise.   

I used to love coming up with my Christmas 

Wish List as a child.  In the old days, (before 

Amazon!) my family and I would go through 

the JC Penny, and the Montgomery Ward 

catalogues to come up with ideas for 

Christmas.  We would make up a list of the 

top things we most wanted and place them  

in order of preference.  Then, we would mail 

our list to Santa in the North Pole.  I don’t 

know how it all worked but it always did!   

I never got everything on my list, but I got 

what I most wanted.  I assume that it was 

similar for Amy Grant when she was a child, 

which inspired her to write as an adult: 

 

From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 



So here's my lifelong wish, 

My grown-up Christmas list, 

Not for myself, but for a world in need: 

No more lives torn apart, 

Then wars would never start, 

And time would heal all hearts. 

And everyone would have a friend, 

And right would always win, 

And love would never end 

This is my grown-up Christmas list. 
 

I think you might agree that this is a pretty good list—but 

what things would make your list?   

I’m asking for St. Peter’s UCC to continue to fully rely on 

God.  I’m asking for St. Peter’s to realize how blessed and 

fortunate we are to have each other, however long in this 

life we travel together.  I’m asking for St. Peter’s to have a 

Pastor called that will love you and guide you down the 

road ahead.  I’m asking for St. Peter’s UCC to remain 

faithful to the “Why,” of doing what we do as a 

congregation—to Make disciples for Jesus Christ in 

order to transform the world.  And finally, I’m asking 

that we truly demonstrate that We will love the Lord our 

God with all of our hearts, lives and minds, and that we 

will love our neighbors as we love ourselves.  (We need 

to think about who our neighbors are?) 

Those are the things I most want for us this Christmas.   

I truly believe that if we open these gifts under the tree 

this year, that we will make a difference in the world and 

that the light of Christ will shine through the darkness. 

May this Advent and Christmas season be a time for us to 

dream of how we want the world to be!  What is your 

dream for us?  May we have the courage to be the change 

that is needed for our dreams to come true! 

Remember, you are loved! 

 

Pastor Chris 

O n Sunday, October 29th, Lev 

Kobiakov reported to the con-

gregation about the trip we made pos-

sible for him.  From October 18th to 

the 20th the Eighth Grade Class from 

Amherst Junior High School traveled 

to Washington, D.C. to experience first 

hand our Nation’s capital.  Lev told us 

a little about what he saw and what he 

liked best about the trip.  He explained 

that the sweatshirt he had on was 

purchased with the spending money 

you gave him.  I hope you were im-

pressed by his command of our  

language and as a shy teen in front of 

adults, the poise he displayed stand-

ing before us.  The Kobiakov Family 

and I are truly grateful to those of you 

that donated to this trip.   

Thank you! Linda Gatz 



DECEMBER SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 

12/3  Mark 13:24-37  
    

 

 

 



 

The art glass in St. Peter’s Church is  
a combination of the original concept 
of the utility of pictures in glass and a 
19th and 20th century modification  
of the real art of stained glass. They 
are of the type known as Tiffany with 
large pieces of glass in comparatively 
uniform geometric patterns, in fine 
taste for that type of art glass. 

The pictures depicted in the windows, however, are 
again very well done for that type of glass. The color-
ing is good, the artistry is fair, but all in all the com-
bined effect is more than just pleasing and does what 
the windows were intended to do—to lead people to 
meditate and worship. 

The windows might be noted for the fact that they do 
tell stories, both individually and in series. Starting 
with the medallions on the North side of the church, 
you have the life of Christ spelled out  
in the following scenes: 

 1. The birth of Christ 
 2. The growth of Christ—Jesus in the Temple 
 3. His healing mininstry—The Widow of  
            Naaman’s Son 

Then moving around to the South side and again  
moving East to West, the continuation of his life: 

 1. His teaching ministry— 
      Jesus and the woman at the well 
 2. The Last Supper 
 3. The Crucifixion 

 

The windows, however, that attract your attention 
immediately, are the four large windows on one side 
depicting two phases in the life of Jesus— 

 Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
 The Resurrection, where Mary meets the  
        resurrected Jesus 

And the other two windows refer to the character and 
mission of Jesus— 

 Jesus is standing at the door knocking, waiting for  
       entrance Jesus as the Good Shepherd 

In addition to these windows the four windows across 
the East side of the church, high up at the balcony level 
are of simple medallions, with 

 The Cross and the Crown 
 The Ten Commandments, represented by scrolls 
 The Lamp of Learning 

And finally Jesus and His salvation, represented by a 
cross on a rock. 

 In the front on both sides of the Choir, are two win-
dows with the medallions depicting the sacrament of 
the lord’s Supper, with the sheaf of wheat on one side 
and the clusters of grapes on the other. 

 Even the front doors have an ordinary stained art 
glass cross on each door so that the church itself can 
be said to be filled with the story of salvation and of 
Jesus in art glass, which comes very close to the origi-
nal idea of the use of pictures in glass, to teach people 
of Christ and His Kingdom. 

  

The following article is added to this month’s Key as a request from Geoff Gatz 



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday 
evening class will meet in the lower level of 
St. Peter’s Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. 
for the morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for 
the evening class. Enter through the door 
by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs 
lengthening, stretching and loosening as we 
target the fascia, connective tissue and joints 
to develop strength and restore flexibility. 
Bring your own mat, a water bottle and wear 
comfortable clothes. 

Ho Ho Ho!! It’s hard to believe that 
December is here. We will contin-
ue working on beginning sounds, 
numbers, shapes, colors, and the 
letters of the alphabet. For our 
mission project, the preschool is 
decorating Christmas cards for 
shut-ins. 

The children are busy getting 
ready for the Christmas program.  

They will be singing many  
wonderful songs to their guests. 
The programs will be held on 
Thursday, December 14 at 9:00 
a.m./12:45 p.m. , and Friday,  
December 15 at 9:00 a.m. 

As we all prepare for this won-
derful holiday, may we all sit 
back and enjoy all the little 
things that go by so quickly.  

Our children are growing so fast 
that we sometimes forget to 
enjoy the simple sound of their 
laughter or the look of their 
sweet smile. May God bless  
you with a safe and wonderful 
Holiday.  

Preschool registration for the 
2024-2025 school year will 
start in January. 

YOGA with Mary-K  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

 

Operation Christmas Child 2023 
2023 was the third year that St. Peter’s participated in 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child.  We set  
a goal of packing 75 shoeboxes this year.  Members of 
the Congregation and children from our preschool  

participated.  We delivered 63 shoeboxes to the  
local collection site and were told we were the second 
largest amount delivered there which was a nice sur-
prise.  I want to thank all of you who participated and 
encourage everyone to pray that these shoeboxes bless 
children around the world.  You are all invited to join us 
again next year in this outreach. 

Blessings to All,  Linda Gatz 

. 



Circle Six Music Program 
Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary  

Audrey Montgomery                 Lois Barnes & Doggy                                 June Nau 

      Spiritual Life Team (Love) in Action  
    Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this,  

      To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.     

    —James 1:27, King James Version 

We look forward to our Communion visits every Monday afternoon with our church family members who  
are at home, in nursing homes and hospitals.  It is received with grateful hearts as we witness God’s love and 

grace. If anyone would like a visit, please call the church office at (440) 988-4965.  

Also, we would like to thank everyone who answers the call to be worship leader by sharing God’s holy word, 
reading scripture for Sunday Worship. Colossians 3:17 - “Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him”.  

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love—Pastor Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Judy McCurdy, Don Ramsey and Pam Miskov

Circle Six is proud to welcome the Amherst Madrigal Singers who will be performing in the Sanc-
tuary on Tuesday, December 5 at 7:00 PM. The congregation is invited to attend and there will be a 
reception in Fellowship Hall following the program.  I hope you will be able to join us for this special 
performance.  Blessings, Sally Readinger, President 

Judy McCurdy, Betty Pekare, Christine Burman, Lynda Helyes, Linda Gatz, Luena Beale, Dot Wilford, Sally Readinger,  

Jan Orseno, Pam Miskov, Sue Cherry, Carol Faragher, Judy Whitman, Shirley Michalski, Joan Whitman 

Circle Six gals sure know how to have fun baking their famous pumpkin rolls! 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by President Christine Burman,  

and began with a prayer from Pastor Chris.  

 

ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

Secretary’s Report:  (Tom Hollstein) 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 
COUNCIL MEETING.  MOTION MADE BY TOM HOLLSTEIN                            
AND SECONDED BY JUDY MCCURDY.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Preschool Report:  (Wendy Kosakowski) 

Pastor’s Report:  (Pastor Chris) 

Spiritual Life Report:  (Judy McCurdy) 

Compassionate Care:  (Joan Whitman) 

Altar Guild:  (Lynn Hollstein) 

Trustee Report:  (Geoff Gatz) 



Circle Six:  (Sally Readinger) 

Usher Report:  (Chris Burman) 

Tech Report:  (Mary K Kirsch) 

Garden Team:  (Sue Conkle) 

Transition Team:  (Chris Burman) 

Budget Report:  (Karel Schieferstein) 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE BUDGET AS PRESENTED.   
MOTION MADE BY STACY GLEASON, AND SECONDED BY  
JOAN WHITMAN.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Garage Sale:  (Sue Conkle) 

Old Business:  (Chris Burman) 

MOTION:  TO RETAIN COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP IN ITS CURRENT 
STATE FOR THE COMING YEAR.  MOTION MADE BY JOAN WHIT-
MAN, AND SECONDED BY JUDY MCCURDY.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE PASS-THROUGHS OF $105 AND 
$225.  MOTION MADE BY JOAN WHITMAN AND SECONDED BY 
JUDY MCCURDY.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  TO ADJOURN.  MOTION MADE BY DON RAMSEY, AND 
SECONDED BY KAYE KOLER.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 



DECember  

EVENTS 

 

Spiritual Life: 1-4 PM, Mondays 

Bible Study: 7 PM, Tuesdays, Zoom 

Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 PM, Wednesdays 

Choir: Sundays, 9 AM 

Handbell Choir: Thursdays, 7 PM 
 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
Sandstone Coffee House  
Wednesdays 9-11:00 a.m.  

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

 

No more 

Men’s  
Fellowship 

Breakfast 

Thanks to those that attended 

the men’s fellowship breakfast!  

Please remember that Pastor 

Chris’ last day with us will be 

Sunday, January 14th.  

If you wish to meet with him, 

call the church office at 440-

988-4965 to set up a time, or 

reach out to him on Sundays or 

at the Wednesday Coffee Chats. 

DECember 

birthdays 

This will be included as part of the  
Sunday Morning Service on DEC. 24  

Each one of us comes bearing the  

loss of loved ones, or may be struggling to mend  

our own broken places. Join us in the Sanctuary.  

There will be a time to light a candle  

in memory of loved ones.  

First Sunday in Advent  -  Dec. 3 

Second Sunday in Advent  -  Dec. 10 

Third Sunday in Advent  -  Dec. 17 

Fourth Sunday in Advent -  Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve,  7 PM -  Dec. 24 



Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Are you in need of Prayer? 
Call Joan Whitman, contact person for the Prayer Team at 440-320-8923 

. . .  if you would like to be added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. Also, if you want 
to keep your prayer confidential, we can add your name to the list for our Prayer Team. 

Your monthly commitment to support the Weekend Children’s Backpack 
Program helps feed the children in our community. You can still donate 
‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack Program, as many families 
are still in need. 

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. We 
greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and those 
receiving food items. Thank you Pam for delivering each month. 

Putting Arms & Legs on Christ’s Love 
    

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

In November  
we collected 

182  
food items! 

   

  FOOD  
 pantry  

Suggestions for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program: 



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. Join us in the Chapel every Wednesday 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman, Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President  (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Karel Schieferstein, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 St. Peter’s Website and Social Media Addresses 

 Website:     www.stpetersamherst.org  Twitter:  https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/  YouTube  Channel:  St Peters UCC Amherst   

                     stpetersuccamherstoh 

    

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

At St. Peter’s we work together in love to build strong foundations 

for our lives in Christ. This firm foundation allows us to put 

“Arms and Legs on Christ’s love in the world.” 
We believe that God is calling you to be embraced by God’s radical 

love and to be a part of this foundation of faith. 

 


