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He himself bore our sins  



ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

—  

D 
uring Holy Week, the congregation 

follows the footsteps of Jesus from 

his entry into Jerusalem (Palm/

Passion Sunday) through the Last Supper 

(Maundy Thursday) to his death on the Cross 

(Good Friday). Red, the color of blood and 

therefore of martyrs, is the traditional color 

for Palm/Passion Sunday and the next three 

days of Holy Week. On Maundy Thursday, 

White or Gold symbolizes the church’s 

rejoicing in the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper. But at the end of the Maundy 

Thursday celebration, the mood changes 

abruptly: all decorations are removed and the 

Holy Table is stripped bare. The church 

becomes as empty as a tomb. On Good Friday, 

MARCH 2024 

either Black or Red is customary—although 

the use of no color at all is also appropriate. 

The Red of Holy Week is sometimes a 

deeper red than the brighter scarlet color 

associated with Pentecost. 

Instead of finding a sealed tomb, the women 

who had come at dawn on Sunday are 

surprised by an angel who announces 

astonishing news: “Jesus has been raised 

from the dead” (Matt. 28:7). The heavenly 

messenger invites the mourners to see the 

empty tomb and then go and tell the 

disciples that the Crucified One is alive! 
 

The season from Easter to Pentecost is also 

called the Great Fifty Days, a tradition 

inspired by the Jewish season of fifty days 

FROM GRIEF TO CELEBRATION 



between Passover and Shavuot—the feast celebrating 

the giving of the Torah to Moses. The liturgical color 

for this season is celebratory White or Gold. When the 

season ends on Pentecost Sunday, White is replaced 

with Red. This color reminds the congregation of 

fire—the symbol of the Holy Spirit. On Pentecost the 

Holy Spirit overpowered the barriers of culture and 

race. The first Sunday after Pentecost celebrates the 

Trinity, and the color again is White or Gold. 

 
 

Mark Your Calendar: 

  
 

  Remember, you are loved! 

 

Pulpit Supply Ministers 

Please give them a  
warm welcome. 

 

Rev. Jim Cunningham  
Jim is retired from full-time ministry having 
served for 23 years as a Board Certified 
Health Care Chaplain and 15 years as a Parish 
Pastor in the United Church of Christ.  He was 
Director of Pastoral Care at Fairview Hospital 
in Cleveland for 10 years. Jim has a B.A. 
degree from Heidelberg University, Tiffin OH, 
an M.Div. degree from Lancaster theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, PA and completed a one 
year health care residency program at 
Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, IL.  
In retirement, Jim is guest preaching, and 
hosts 2 monthly on-line chat rooms for 
retired clergy.  Jim and his spouse, Charlie,  
live in Westlake, Ohio with two cats. 
 

Rev. Monica Harmon 
As a native Clevelander I am an Alumnus  
of Myers College, Ashland Theological 
Seminary, and having completed my Clinical 
Pastoral Education residency at the 
Cleveland Clinic those illustrious intuitions 
and experiences prepared me for the new 
Associate Minister of UpCAM, I look forward 
to serving you.  

As a believer, I have been serving the 
Cleveland area for many years in a variety of 
roles. As an ordained American Baptist 
minister, I worked as a hospice chaplain for 
several years and as an Associate Minister at 
East View United Church of Christ. 

 

Rev. Dr. Don Nichols 
He will be leading us in worship Holy Week: 
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter.  



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Altar Guild:  (Lynn Hollstein) 

Trustee Report:  (Geoff Gatz) 

Circle Six:  (Sally Readinger) 

Tech Report:  (Mary-K Kirsch) 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Christine Burman,  

and began with a prayer from Vice President Judy McCurdy. 

 

ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

Secretary’s Report:  (Tom Hollstein) 

MOTION MADE:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 15, 
2024 COUNCIL MEETING, WITH NO CORRECTIONS NOTED.  MOTION 
MADE BY GEOFF GATZ AND SECONDED BY STACY GLEASON.   
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Preschool Report:   

Treasurer’s Report:  (Karel Schieferstein) 

Financial Secretary’s Report:   

MOTION MADE:  TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE PASS-THROUGHS 
OF $115 FOR OCWM AND $50 FOR CIRCLE SIX.  MOTION MADE BY 
STACY GLEASON AND SECONDED BY GEOFF GATZ.  THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Spiritual Life Report:  (Judy McCurdy) 

Compassionate Care:  (Joan Whitman) 



Website:  (President Chris Burman) 

Fill-In Ministers:  (President Chris Burman) 

Financial Team:  (Mary-K Kirsch) 

MOTION MADE:  TO CHANGE OUR SCHWAB INVESTMENTS FROM  
30% EQUITIES/70% BONDS, TO 60% EQUITIES/40% BONDS.  MOTION 
MADE BY MARY-K KIRSCH AND SECONDED BY TOM HOLLSTEIN.   
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION MADE:  TO REMOVE THE RECOMMENDED LINE ITEMS (FUNDS) 
FROM THE FINANCIAL REPORT.  MOTION MADE BY GEOFF GATZ, AND 
SECONDED BY DON RAMSEY.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION MADE:  THAT ALL OUT OF THE ORDINARY EXPENSES  
BE APPROVED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE BEFORE DISBURSE-
MENT.  MOTION MADE BY MARY-K KIRSCH, AND SECONDED BY 
STACY GLEASON.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION MADE:  THAT THE CHURCH WILL PAY THE DIRECT  
DEPOSIT FEE OF $6 PER EMPLOYEE PER MONTH FOR THE 3 
CHURCH EMPLOYEES, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, ORGANIST, AND 
JANITOR.   THE CHURCH WILL ALSO PAY THE PRESCHOOL PAR-
TIAL FEE OF $2 PER EMPLOYEE PER MONTH FOR THE 4 PRE-
SCHOOL EMPLOYEES, WITH THE PRESCHOOL PAYING THE INITIAL 
$4 PER EMPLOYEE PER MONTH.  MOTION WAS MADE BY MARY-K 
KIRSCH, AND SECONDED BY TOM HOLLSTEIN.  THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION MADE:  MOTION TO ADJOURN MADE BY KAYE KOLER, AND 
SECONDED BY SUE CONKLE.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3/3    John 2:13-22 
    

 

 

MARCH SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 



Get to Know Your  

My name is Wendy Kosakowski. I have been the director/
teacher of the preschool for 18 years and teaching for 31 years. 
I can’t believe how time has flown by. I guess the saying is true. 
“If you love what you do, you never work a day in your life.” 
It’s been a joy and privilege working with all the children over  
the years and getting to know their families. I have seen many 
friendships forged in preschool that continue over the years.  
When I started my job at the preschool, I had to hire all new 
staff. I hired two aides and Ms. Nail as a teacher, and she is still 
working with the school to date. As the years progressed, we 
had enough students that wanted to come to our school that  
we added another classroom. Now, we have 102 students 
enrolled in the preschool. I credit my wonderful staff for all 

their hard work and dedication to making our school great!  

COVID arrived in March of 2020. I remember getting the call 
that schools were to close at the end of the week. Over the next 
couple of months, we had to come up with creative ideas to keep 
the children engaged and learning with our private Facebook 
page. The following school year we were back at work wearing 
mask. My staff helped the children and parents feel comfortable 
and safe coming back to a school setting. We made the most of 

a stressful situation and turned it into a fun year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thing that I am most proud of is how the preschool 
gives back to the community. We held many mission projects 
over the years which include the Blessing House, Lorain County 
Dog Kennel, Food Pantry, Wild Hooves Animal Rescue, and 
sent items to soldiers overseas. Also, over the past few years 
we joined in with St. Peter’s UCC in helping with the Samaritan’s 

Purse, “Operation Christmas Child”.  

I have been married for 30 years and have three children and 
one granddaughter. When I am not teaching, I enjoy traveling, 
hiking, kayaking, reading, and being around friends and family. 
Oh, I forget to mention ….My three favorite months are June, 

July and August.  



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday 
evening class will meet in the lower level of 
St. Peter’s Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. 
for the morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for 
the evening class. Enter through the door 
by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who 
needs lengthening, stretching and loosening 
as we target the fascia, connective tissue and 
joints to develop strength and restore flexi-
bility. Bring your own mat, a water bottle 
and wear comfortable clothes. 

This month, the children will 
work on the letters Zz, Ll, Rr, 
and the number 9. March is full 
of many activities for the 
preschool. We will be having an  
 

Easter party where the children 
will decorate their own egg.   
Spring break starts  
March 25 through April 1. 
School resumes on April 2.  

 

The Preschool is now enrolling 
for the 2024-2025 school year.  
For more information, call the 
preschool at 985-1972.     

Wendy Kosakowski 
Preschool Director  

YOGA with Mary-K  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

 

 

Suzin L Chocolates Fundraiser  

The preschool will be selling Suzin L Chocolates for Easter. If you are interested, an order form will be 

in the church office. All orders are due by March 6. Please make out a check to St. Peter’s UCC Preschool. 

The candy will be ready for pickup on March 19. Thank you for supporting our fundraiser! 

Start saving for our  
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE! 
Fellow Church Members, as you Spring Clean your 
house, save your unwanted items for the Church  
Rummage Sale and tell your friends and family too!  
 

Starting in June, items can be brought to the Fellowship 
Hall. Mark your calendar! The Rummage Sale will be: 

Friday, July 19 from 5-8 PM 

Saturday, July 20 from 9 AM-3 PM  
No clothing or shoes please. 

Questions? Please contact:  
Sue Conkle (440) 537-1749 or  

Kaye (440) 988-4965.



Circle Six Meeting 
Tuesday, March 5 at 6:00 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle Six’s next meeting is scheduled for  
Tuesday, March 5 at 6:00 PM in Fellow-
ship Hall. Members are asked to bring a 
snack to share. The congregation is invit-
ed to attend our scheduled program 
which will begin around 7:00 PM. The 
program is on “The Great Amherst Train 
Wreck” presented by Tom Jewel on be-
half of The Amherst Historical Society. 
We look forward to seeing you there.  

Sincerely, Sally Readinger, President 

Order deadline for Easter Lilies is March 8. 

Remember, there are 3 options for picking up your lily(s). 

Please mark your order form accordingly. Thank you! 
 

I will pick up my lily(s) immediately after Easter Sunday Service. 

I will leave my lily(s) as a donation for Compassionate Care mission. 

I will contact the church office to pick up my lily(s) during office hours. 

EASTER LILIES 
GIVEN IN MEMORY & IN HONOR OF LOVED ONES 

We will have special envelopes in  
the Sunday bulletin on March 10th  
to support this great cause that has 
reached a milestone of . . .  

75 years of sharing! 

Jesus teaches that faith calls for ac-
tion. Sharing our light, is the expres-
sion of God’s love here on earth and 
leads to making blankets, staffing 
food pantries, cooking meals,  
building houses and schools, signing 
petitions for worthy causes, and  
protesting injustices. On any given 
day, light is shining because we are 
there through our gifts to OGHS.  

Share the light. Give generously. 

 



march  

EVENTS 

 

Spiritual Life: 1-4 PM, Mondays 

Choir Rehearsal: Sundays, 9 AM 

Handbell Choir: Thursdays, 7 PM  
(no bell practice Mar. 7 and Mar. 14) 
 

Coffee Chats: Sandstone Coffee House  
Wednesdays 9-11:00 AM  
 
 

Wednesdays, 8:30-
9:45 AM and Thursdays, 6:00-7:15 PM  

St. Elizabeth  

Homeless  

Shelter 
2726 Caroline Ave., Lorain  

Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month volunteers help feed 
the hungry. On Wednesday, 
March 20, we will need  
volunteer(s) to serve starting 
at 4:30 PM, or you can bake 
cookies or cupcakes. If you 
want to help or have ques-
tions, please call Betty Pekare 
at 440-245-1231.  

“… for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me”  Matthew 25:35 

The history behind St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Saint Patrick's Day was made an official Christian feast day in the early 
17th century and is observed by the Catholic Church, the Anglican Com-
munion the Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Lutheran Church. The day 
commemorates Saint Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland, 
and, by extension, celebrates the heritage and culture of the Irish in gen-
eral.  On Saint Patrick's Day, it is customary to wear shamrocks, green 
clothing or green accessories. Saint Patrick is said to have used the sham-
rock, a three-leaved plant, to explain the Holy Trinity to the pagan Irish.  

“MAY HE GRANT YOU  

YOUR HEART’S DESIRE 

AND FULFILL  

ALL YOUR PLANS!”   
 

P S A L M  2 0 : 4  

 

birthdays 



Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Are you in need of Prayer?  Call Joan Whitman,  
contact person for the Prayer Team 440-320-8923 

Please call or email Joan or the office if you would like to be  
added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below.  
Also, if you want to keep your prayer confidential, we can add  
your name to the list for our Prayer Team.  

For the month of February, we collected   66   food items! 

Your monthly commitment to support the Weekend Children’s Backpack 
Program helps feed the children in our community. You can still donate 
‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack Program, as many families 
are still in need. 

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. We 
greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and those 
receiving food items. Thank you Pam for delivering each month. 

    

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

Matthew 25:40 

Suggestions for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program: 

THANK YOU for YOUR DONATIONS! 

F OOD  
pantry  



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 AM   |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 AM 
 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman, Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President  (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Karel Schieferstein, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Asst. Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 St. Peter’s Website and Social Media Addresses 

 Website:     www.stpetersamherst.org Twitter:  https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ YouTube Channel:  St Peters UCC Amherst   

                     stpetersuccamherstoh 

    

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

  8:30 AM  2:30 PM 

   12:30 - 1 PM lunch  

We are currently searching for a new pastor.  

If you need help, please contact Christine  

Burman, our Council President or me at the 

phone numbers or email below. Thank you. 
 

 

 Kaye Oswald 

 Office Administrator 

 (440) 988-4965  

 admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

At St. Peter’s we work together in love to build strong foundations 

for our lives in Christ. This firm foundation allows us to put 

“Arms and Legs on Christ’s love in the world.” 
We believe that God is calling you to be embraced by God’s radical 

love and to be a part of this foundation of faith. 

 

  

Please remember St. Peter’s UCC in your estate planning. Thank you! 


