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“But I say to you that listen, Love your 

enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those 

who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone 

who takes away your coat do not withhold 

even your shirt.” – Luke 6: 27–29 

 

I 
 once heard a story about an “Easter 

Chicken.” A cute little chick was given to a 

child on Easter. The chick had been dyed 

some bright color like pink or yellow. 

After Easter, when the chick’s novelty had worn 

off, it was tossed into the chicken coop with the 

rest of the birds. The bigger chickens pecked 

away mercilessly at the odd, little bird. He didn’t 

even have the good sense to defend himself. 

APRIL 2024 

But after a week or two had passed, the 

Easter Chicken had grown out its feathers to 

the point that it was beginning to look like 

the others. And it had begun to join the fray 

in the coop, giving as good as it got. Soon it 

was indistinguishable from the rest. 

The guy telling the story said the Easter 

Chicken was like the church. “How so?” I 

asked. “Well, we started out different but it 

wasn’t long before we were acting just like 

everyone else —like that Easter chicken.”  

Whatever else you may think about the 

words of Jesus above, it’s pretty clear that 

they are seriously at odds with the way  

the world works. They remind us just how 

subversive of the world Christianity is. 

by Anthony Robinson | published on Jan 5, 2018 

with permission rights from UCC Resources 



Most of the time the church, and we 

who call ourselves “Christian,” are a 

lot like the Easter Chicken. Our color 

fades and we play by the same rules 

as everyone else. It’s hard to tell any 

real difference. 

But the world needs Christians to be 

different, to not be just the same as 

everyone else. A good start on that 

path may be to simply listen to Jesus’ 

strange words and to let them stand. 

Resist the impulse to explain them 

away. Let them haunt you and maybe 

even change you. 

 

Let us Prayer 
Save us, good Lord, from 

fitting in so damn well. Amen.  

 

 

A Message from  
the Trustees 

The trustees are in need of an 

ALUMINUM LADDER  
reaching at least 12 feet.  I’m just 
looking for something that you no 
longer want or have need of.  It 
should be a strong one. 

Thanks, Geoff 

Thank you! 
 Thanks to everyone who purchased  

Easter Lilies that adorned the church,  

and to those who donated theirs to  

Compassionate Care members! 

We are an Easter people. 

Easter Lilies 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Trustee Report:  (Geoff Gatz) 

• Bids are in process for waxing the floors in  
Fellowship Hall and the preschool. 

• Several outside doors have been repaired by  
Lakeland Glass. 

• Choir room doors have been repaired by Geoff. 
• We are seeking advice from Norm Shinsky and Joe  

Simone, painter, for the repairs to Fellowship Hall.  
We anticipate bids from these two.  Painting will be 
necessary to hide repairs to the knotty pine paneling. 

• Grass mowing season will begin soon. 
• A discussion ensued concerning the benefits of a face 

lift to Fellowship Hall.  It was felt that a coordinated 
effort would be most effective.   

Circle Six:  (Sally Readinger) 

• Circle Six will hold its annual bake sale on Palm  
Sunday.  Anyone can donate baked goods. 

• Next meeting will be April 2 at Cole’s Public House.   
It will be the anniversary dinner for members. 

• Compliment was given for the recent presentation  
of Amherst Train Wreck.  Would like to see more  
entertainment activities of similar nature.  Circle Six  
welcomes suggestions for future programs. 

Ushers’ Report:  (Chris Burman for Al Murphy) 

• Thank you to the volunteers who have been  
responding to requests for ushers. 

Tech Report:  (Mary-K Kirsch) 

• We continue to have challenges with different  
guest ministers, but we are managing. 

• Most ministers like the idea of our one-minute  
online videos. 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by President Christine Burman,  

who began the meeting with a prayer  

ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 

Secretary’s Report:  (Tom Hollstein) 

• ONE CORRECTION to the February Minutes:   
The motion to approve the January minutes has a 
typo:  the year should be 2024, not 2924. 

MOTION MADE:  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 
COUNCIL MEETING, WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED.  MOTION MADE 
BY JOAN WHITMAN AND SECONDED BY MARY K KIRSCH.  THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Preschool Report:  (Wendy Kosakowski) 

• We are getting ready for Easter. 
• The “Hop-a-Thon” will be held next month.  Pro-

ceeds are used for various charitable programs such 
as scholarships and the backpack lunch program. 

• Enrollment is progressing well. 
• A current Treasurer’s report is needed so that the 

Preschool budget can be finished. 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Karel Schieferstein) 

• Pass-through to be paid:  $115 for OCWM. 

MOTION MADE:  TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF $115 FOR OCWM.  
MOTION MADE BY GEOFF GATZ AND SECONDED BY STACY 
GLEASON.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  (Becky Woods) 

• Offering for February was $9,286.57.  This includes 
Ash Wednesday and some of the Easter Lily sales. 

Compassionate Care:  (Joan Whitman) 

• We are planning activities for May. 

  Altar Guild:  (Lynn Hollstein) 

• Easter lilies have been ordered from Pandy’s  
since Petitti’s is sold out. 

• Altar Guild needs additional members. 



Fill-In Ministers:  (President Christine Burman) 

• We have not yet received any prospects for a perma-
nent pastor.  We are just one of many churches cur-
rently searching for a pastor, and the supply is limited. 

• We should be patient and not rush the search process.   
At present we are doing well with fill-in ministers, 
both economically and experiencing the variety  
of styles. 

• We are currently using “pulpit supply” from Living  
Waters Association. 

• Question:  Are we limited to UCC ministers?   
• Answer:  That is really a decision to be made by  

Council.  We can consider ministers outside the UCC  
if we so wish. 

• We must remember that we, the members, are  
responsible for making our church what it is, and that 
we direct the pastor, not vice versa.  The success of  
our church depends on us, not the pastor. 

• President Christine is spending considerable time  
finding and scheduling fill-ministers.  We thank her  
for her diligence and hard work. 

• Question:  Could we consider hiring a Lay Pastor?   
• Answer:  It is possible, but it might force us to leave  

the UCC since technically we are required to hire an  
ordained minister. 

• Consensus discussion was that our church members  
have pulled together and we are doing well in spite of  
not having a pastor.  

Financial Team:  (Mary-K Kirsch) 

• Anyone with an account at Schwab can now do a direct 
transfer donation to St. Peter’s. 

• We have received our 2nd gift of $50,000 and we plan 
to use it as a gift matching challenge. 

• We recommend correcting our kitchen problems so 
that we can again utilize it fully, possibly as an income 
source for dinners, fund raisers, etc. 

• Natalya of our Ukraine family may wish to stay in the 
parsonage through the summer. 

• Question:  Will the use of the Schwab transfer result in 
credit for the donor?   

• Answer:  Yes, the transaction will be visible to our  
Financial Secretary and credit will be recorded for  
the donation. 

Miscellaneous:  (President Christine Burman) 

• Financial Secretary Becky Woods has reached her 
anniversary date.  The chair would like to consider a 
pay raise of 2% in view of her fine performance.   

MOTION MADE:  MOTION TO GRANT A 2% RAISE TO FINANCIAL 
SECRETARY BECKY WOODS.  MOTION MADE BY GEOFF GATZ  
AND SECONDED BY DON RAMSEY.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

• Natalya of our Ukraine family wishes to stay in the  
parsonage through the summer.   

• Question:  Does Council agree to pay utilities for  
this period?  

• Answer:  Yes, by unanimous acclimation Council 
will pay the utilities.  There is also money in the  
refugee account that can be used. 

• A request was made to resume the men’s breakfasts 
that were discontinued with the departure of  
Pastor Chris.   
Subsequent discussion determined that perhaps  
this could be merged with the Wednesday morning 
coffee meetings.  This will be investigated further. 

• The decision has been made that the upcoming  
rummage sale will not include a presale.  A co-chair 
for the event is needed to help with planning and 
administration.  Items to be donated should not be 
brought in until June. 

MOTION MADE:  MOTION TO ADJOURN MADE BY MARY K KIRSCH 
AND SECONDED BY KAYE KOLER.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

• The meeting ended at 8:07 PM with a prayer by 
Christine Burman. 

 

Respectfully submitted, March 19, 2024 
Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 4/7    John 20:19-31   

 

 

APRIL SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 



Get to Know Your  

A Word from the Spiritual Life Team  
The Spiritual Life team sends blessings to all. We have been scheduling weekly 
Communion vists. Pam and I are thankful to Don and Marcia Ramsey for sharing 
the visits so faithfully. Although the purpose of the visits are to offer communion, 
and provide spiritual support we have found that the visits often have a profound 
Spiritual confirming of God’s Grace and blessings for us. May God bless the  
members who allow us to enter their homes to share God’s love and grace.  

Peace,  Pam, Don, Marcia and Judy.  



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday 
evening class will meet in the lower level of 
St. Peter’s Church. Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. 
for the morning class, and by 5:55 p.m. for 
the evening class. Enter through the door 
by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who 
needs lengthening, stretching and loosening 
as we target the fascia, connective tissue and 
joints to develop strength and restore flexi-
bility. Bring your own mat, a water bottle 
and wear comfortable clothes. 

It  is hard to believe that 
April is here! With break 

over, everyone is looking 
forward to getting back to 
school.  This month the children 
will be working on the letters 
Kk, Nn, Tt, and the number 5.    
The teachers will also be 
holding conferences this month.  

 

There will be no school Monday, 
April 8 due to the solar eclipse.  

The preschool will be holding 
its annual Hop-A-Thon  
on April 4 and 5.  We will  
be using the money for 
scholarships, Holiday parties 
and classroom essentials.  

 

There are a few openings 
available in the Tuesday-
Thursday afternoon classes.   
If interested, please call the 
school at 985-1972.                                                           

God Bless, 
Wendy Kosakowski  
Preschool Director 

 

YOGA with Mary-K  

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  

 

Start saving for our  
RUMMAGE SALE! 

Fellow Church Members, as you Spring Clean 
your house, save your unwanted items for the 
Church Rummage Sale and tell your friends and 
family too! Starting in June, items can be brought 
to the Fellowship Hall. Mark your calendar! The 
Rummage Sale will be held on: 

Saturday, July 20  
9 AM 3 PM  

No clothing or shoes please. 

Questions? Please contact:  
Sue Conkle (440) 537-1749 or  

Kaye (440) 988-4965



Our next meeting is Tuesday, April 
2 at 6:00 PM at Cole's Public House 
for our Anniversary Dinner.  

Sincerely, Sally Readinger, President 

This is the first, of what I hope you will find interesting, articles about St. Peter’s. I will also try to have something for you in the 
bulletin each Sunday. Please enjoy and let me know of any topics you might like me to research. We do have a long and rich 
history and I am excited about sharing with you! 

Linda Gatz 
Church Historian 
 

Before “The Key” we had a church publication 
that was called “The Pilot”. It first appeared  
in August of 1923 and was “devoted to the  
advancement and interest of” St. Peter’s  
Evangelical Church in Amherst and St. John’s  
Evangelical Church in South Amherst. It was 
published monthly and was free. Donations to 
cover expenses were “thankfully received” and 
“members and friends in business...gladly pur-
chased advertising space…” There were three 
pages of ads. Members were asked to “kindly 
visit these business people when they made 
their purchases and were told that they would 
find them “reliable and courteous.” 
 

The editor of “The Pilot” was the Pastor, E. J. 
Soell and the Amherst News Company printed 
350 copies each month. Inside members found a Church Directory, the monthly schedule for each  
parish, reports from the church societies, births, marriages and deaths and attendance figures  
for each service. 
 

Above is a picture of the cover which included a picture of the church and a meditation statement 
which changed after the first year; and one of the pages of advertising. 

GLIMPSES OF OUR PAST 

Thank you to everyone that  
attended our recent program on 
the Great Amherst Trainwreck  
presented by Tom Jewel. It was 
very informative with some  
additional details provided by 
Shelley Harmych. There was also 
an improvisational play depicting 
the chain of events leading up to 
the wreckage starring some of 
our very own church members.  

CIRCLE SIX MEETING  
TUESDAY  |  APRIL 2 |  6:00 PM 



april  

EVENTS 

 

Sunday Worship  

The Rev. Monica Harmon will be lead us in 
worship for the whole month of April. 
 

Spiritual Life: 1-4 PM, Mondays 

Choir Rehearsal: Sundays, 9 AM 

Coffee Chats: Sandstone Coffee House  
Wednesdays 9-11:00 AM  
 
 

Wednesdays, 8:30-
9:45 AM and Thursdays, 6:00-7:15 PM  

St. Elizabeth  

Homeless  

Shelter 
2726 Caroline Ave., Lorain  

Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month volunteers help feed 
the hungry. On Wednesday, 
April 17, we will need  
volunteer(s) to serve starting 
at 4:30 PM, or you can bake 
cookies or cupcakes. If you 
want to help or have ques-
tions, please call Betty Pekare 
at 440-245-1231.  

“… for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me”  Matthew 25:35 

 

P S A L M  9 0 : 1 2  

APRIL 

birthdays 

Sat., April 20 from 4-6 PM. Tickets $12 
Ticket sales end on April 15.  

Our newly formed Fundraising Team is excited to announce their first event, which will be a Spaghetti  
Dinner. It will be carry-out only on Sat., April 20 from 4-6 PM. Tickets are $12 that will include spaghetti, 
meatballs, sauce, salad, bread & butter, and cookies. Get your tickets after worship. Support your church  
by enjoying a delicious meal at the same time! And, buy a ticket for a friend! Thank you in advance for  
supporting your church! 



Join us!  Compassionate Care Meeting, April 4 at 10:30 AM 
Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Do you believe in the power of Prayer?   
Call Joan Whitman, contact for the Prayer Team 440-320-8923 

Please call or email Joan or the office if you would like to be  
added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below.  
Also, if you want to keep your prayer confidential, we can add  
your name to the list for our Prayer Team.  

For the month of March,  

we collected 133 food items! 

Your monthly commitment to support the Weekend Children’s Backpack 
Program helps feed the children in our community. You can still donate 
‘regular food items’ in addition to the Backpack Program, as many families 
are still in need. 

Please leave your donations in the drop off  boxes at the church. We 
greatly appreciate your donations, along with Good Shepherd and those 
receiving food items. Thank you Pam for delivering each month. 

    

Single Serving PB & Jelly  

Canned Soup (Pop top lids) 

Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) 

Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) 

   Peanut Butter Crackers 

   Individual Cereals 

   Granola Bars  

   Oatmeal Packages 

Small Bag Chips 

Small Bag Pretzels 

Fruit Cups 

Jello Cups 

Matthew 25:40 

Suggestions for the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program: 

THANK YOU for YOUR DONATIONS! 

F OOD  
pantry  

    “

 



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 AM   |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 AM 
 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Christine Burman, Council President  (440) 522-8035  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Judy McCurdy, Council Vice President  (419) 366-2828 judymccurdy4@gmail.com  

 Tom Hollstein, Council Secretary  (440) 988-8066  tomholls06@gmail.com 

 Karel Schieferstein, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 Mary-K Kirsch, Past President Moderator (216) 559-6160 marykkirsch@gmail.com 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Asst. Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 St. Peter’s Website and Social Media Addresses 

 Website:     www.stpetersamherst.org Twitter:  https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ YouTube Channel:  St Peters UCC Amherst   

                     stpetersuccamherstoh 

    

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

  8:30 AM  2:30 PM 

   12:30 - 1 PM lunch  

We are currently searching for a new pastor.  

If you need help, please contact Christine  

Burman, our Council President or me at the 

phone numbers or email below. Thank you. 
 

 

 Kaye Oswald 

 Office Administrator 

 (440) 988-4965  

 admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

At St. Peter’s we work together in love to build strong foundations 

for our lives in Christ. This firm foundation allows us to put 

“Arms and Legs on Christ’s love in the world.” 
We believe that God is calling you to be embraced by God’s radical 

love and to be a part of this foundation of faith. 

 

  

Please remember St. Peter’s UCC in your estate planning. Thank you! 


